
 

 

Minutes of the Committee meeting held by Zoom on 16 July 2020 

Present: Tessa Cox (in the Chair); Ian Smith; Peter Snelling; David Roberts; Julia Dickens; Jeremy Hopkinson; 
Siân Rees 

1 Apologies and Welcome Action 

 Tessa welcomed those participating. Vanessa Skelton and Susanne Minocha sent their 
apologies. 

 

2 Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising  

 The minutes of the meeting held on 14 May 2020 were agreed subject to the following 
change:- David Roberts’ name had been omitted from the list of those present at the last 
committee meeting and the list of participants should be amended to include him. 

Siân 

 Peter queried paragraph one in item seven of the minutes. He said he had no 
recollection of agreeing that one of the March soloists would be paid a maximum of 
£150 in compensation and that he had in fact subsequently paid her £200. 

 

 Since the last committee meeting the Programming sub-committee has met.  

 Ian reported that the Zoom choir recordings were not yet ready.  

3 John Witchell’s retirement – thanks & gift, and his replacement  

 Peter has announced John’s retirement to choir members. Tessa thanked Ian for 
arranging a replacement accompanist. Tim Grant-Jones will be taking over from John 
and it was confirmed that he will receive the same fee that he was paid for acting as 
John’s occasional stand-in. Peter confirmed that John did not have a written contract but 
it was thought that it might be worth considering drawing up a formal contract in the 
future, both for accompanist and musical director. The Making Music website has 
templates for employment contracts. Tim will need to be inivited to join the 
Programming sub-committee. 

 

 It was decided to give John a financial gift and choir members would be invited to make 
contributions either via the choir bank account or by cheque. Ian suggested making a 
presentation to John at our next concert or alternatively at a choir rehearsal as John has 
agreed to deputise for Tim when Tim is unavailable. It was felt that there was no rush to 
organise a leaving gift and that it would be put on hold until the choir is able to meet 
face-to-face once more. 

 

4 Planning for recommencement of face-to-face rehearsals  

a) Aspley Guise Village Hall  

 The hall has been booked for rehearsals from 2nd September to 9th December 2020. 
Peter said that even if we are unable to rehearse physically in the autumn we would 
nonetheless pay the weekly hire fee to secure our slot. 

 



 

 

b) Contingency if face-to-face rehearsing is not permitted  

 Ian said he would prefer to plan for Zoom rehearsals in September rather than push for 
people to return to the hall. It was noted that some choir members might not feel 
comfortable returning to face-to-face rehearsals even when they are again permitted. 
Tessa said we should err on the side of caution and continue to follow government 
advice. It might be necessary to divide the choir into smaller groups to allow for a return 
to face-to-face rehearsals and these groups would need to rehearse in rotation. 

 

 Peter observed that roughly 40 choir members have not attended any Zoom rehearsals 
and said we would need to persuade them to come on board. One choir member had 
complained about the cost of printing the sheet music required for Zoom rehearsals. 
David pointed out that it was not absolutely necessary to print off the music but that the 
music files which are sent out in PDF format could be viewed on another device (smart 
phone/laptop/pc). 

 

c) Subscription levels  

 Peter has planned to reduce the members’ subscriptions for the 2020-2021 season by 
50% which he said was financially sustainable. However, he anticipates that some 
members may choose to pay the full subscription rate. The new subscription level will be 
announced in the annual newsletter which will go out in August. 

Peter 

 Ian noted that Bedford Choral Society has decided to carry over members’ subscriptions 
from this season to the 2020-2021 season. Danesborough’s financial reserves are not 
sufficient to allow us to follow suit. David suggested we should try to find out how 
Milton Keynes Chorale is handling members’ subscriptions. Ian said he would enquire. 

Ian 

5 Planning ahead for 50th Anniversary of the Chorus  

 The first Danesborough concert, a performance of Handel Messiah, took place in January 
1976. Ian was keen to mark the 50th anniversary with another performance of Messiah. 
After some discussion it was thought that November 2025 would be the best date for 
the anniversary concert, possibly at the Grove Theatre in Dunstable which had been the 
venue for the very first concert. Jeremy suggested Milton Keynes Theatre as a suitable 
venue for a celebratory concert but Tessa doubted whether we would be able to hire 
MK Theatre for a November concert. Julia thought we might consider a programme of 
music written in the year in which the choir was founded. Tessa asked that the 
Programming sub-committee bear these ideas in mind. 

 

 Discussion then turned to the topic of the booklet which Harry Adam produced for the 
25th anniversary. It was thought to be a good idea to have an updated version of the 
booklet for the 50th anniversary. Choir members could be invited to share memories and 
reminiscences which could be incorporated into the new booklet. Someone would need 
to edit the booklet. Tessa said she would draft an email for Peter to send to long-
standing members asking them to send in their reminiscences. 

Tessa & 
Peter 

 David will send the 25th anniversary booklet electronically for committee members to 
look at. 

David 

6 Updating the ‘About Us’ section of the website  

 Jenny had been in touch with Tessa about updating the ‘About Us’ section of the website 
which she thought was looking a bit dated. Her suggestion was to remove the current 

Tessa & 
Jenny 



 

 

lengthy features of individual representatives from each voice part and replace them 
with short, snappy testimonials from members. Jenny also wanted to update Ian’s 
biography and she will need Tim’s biography to add to the website. The committee was 
happy to give Jenny a free hand in the matter.  

7 Future scheduled events  

a) Sarah and Jonny’s wedding  

 Sarah and Jonny’s wedding has been postponed and will now take place on Friday 16th 
July 2021. This date has been put in the diary and it was hoped that choir members 
would still be available for the new date. 

 

b) 12th December 2020 Christmas Carol Concert  

 Tessa thanked the Programming sub-committee for meeting and drawing up a 
programme for the Christmas concert. The programme was accepted enthusiastically by 
the committee and Tessa commented that the music was very uplifting. Ian proposed 
that we use this music as a basis for rehearsals in September. Much of the music for this 
concert we already own although Peter was unsure quite how many copies of Carols for 
Choirs Five we have. After some discussion it was decided that Julia would arrange to 
purchase 100 copies each of Oliver Tarney The waiting sky and Gardner Tomorrow shall 
be my dancing day (both published by Oxford University Press). Ian recommended 
buying in bulk from the website musicroom.com (via Amazon Smile so that 
Danesborough Chorus receives a donation). With a discount for a bulk buy the combined 
cost of purchasing these two pieces would be £3.61 (x 100). Rather than asking 
members to purchase these two works, it was decided that a hire fee of £3.00 would be 
charged to members and the choir would fund the difference and retain the copies. 

Julia 

 Ian said we need to communicate to choir members that we are hoping to be able to go 
ahead with the carol concert and that we will be rehearsing music for this from 
September via Zoom. 

 

 Peter confirmed that St Mary’s Woburn has been booked. Siân will book St John 
Ambulance. 

Siân 

c) Bedfordshire Fire and Rescue Christingle Service  

 Ian had not heard from Thomas Warner and Tessa said he ought to be contacted to 
ascertain whether Bedfordshire Fire and Rescue was planning to go ahead with the 
service. In the event of the service taking place, Ian said we would perform music from 
the Danesborough Christmas concert programme. 

Ian 

d) Friday 4th December 2020 Woburn Christmas Lights  

 Peter reminded the committee that we have been booked to sing at the switching-on of 
the Christmas lights in Woburn. 

 

e) 27 March 2021  

 Ian gave an update on the situation regarding soloists for the March 2021 concert. 
Bethany Seymour and Anna Huntley have been provisionally booked on the 
understanding that the concert might not go ahead. Nick Cutts, the continuo player and 
the Alina Orchestra are lined up to play on the same understanding. 

 



 

 

 Julia has already booked the music for the March 2021 concert which she said is an exact 
replica of the Vivaldi set we hired for this year’s cancelled concert and which has now 
been returned to Aylesbury library. If we are able to rehearse face-to-face in January, 
Julia said it was her intention to collect the music on 5th January 2021.  

 

f) 26 June 2021 – F J Haydn and M Haydn  

 Ian has approached Carolyn Sampson to sing for us and she has agreed to accept a 
reduced fee. No other soloists have yet been booked. 

 

 Julia reported that she is about to order the scores for this concert and will book them 
for the end of February. 

Julia 

8 Virtual rehearsals  

a) Danesborough Zoom rehearsals  

 Tessa thanked Ian for all the work he had put in to making the Zoom rehearsals a 
success. Ian expressed his appreciation for the commitment shown by committee 
members for the Zoom rehearsals. Tessa said how important it was that the committee 
supports and is seen to support these rehearsals. David thought it would be useful to 
have feedback from those choir members who have not participated to find out what 
was preventing them from joining in and Julia said it would be good to find out from 
those who had taken part which aspects of the Zoom rehearsals they had enjoyed and 
what had and had not worked for them. Tessa offered to design a Survey Monkey 
questionnaire to get feedback from choir members. 

Tessa 

 Ian said he would ask Tim whether he would be willing to provide accompaniments for 
Zoom rehearsals in the autumn. 

Ian 

b) Rachel Nicholls’ vocal training  

 Tessa said how enjoyable Rachel’s training sessions had been. It was decided that it 
would not be feasible for Rachel to do a similar workshop for Danesborough in the 
autumn given the amount of preparation required for the Christmas concert. 

 

c) Milton Keynes Chorale Gerontius videos  

 Peter reported that he had so far received only one video from Milton Keynes Chorale. 
Tessa had heard nothing more from Will regarding a new date for the Gerontius concert 
but thought this unsurprising as booking slots had not yet opened at Milton Keynes 
Theatre. David mentioned that he was holding on to tickets from June’s cancelled 
concert. 

 

9 Treasurer’s report and new bank account  

 Peter reported that nothing had changed financially since the last committee meeting. 
Not all those who had received cheques reimbursing them for tickets purchased for the 
cancelled concert in March had banked them. This amounted to £300 in unbanked 
cheques. 

 

 Peter reported that there would be a surplus of over £9000 for the 2019-2020 season 
and that his draft budget for the 2020-2021 season anticipates a loss of £8000. He also 
reported that we do not yet know how much Gift Aid we will receive as the Gift Aid 
claim will not be done until August. However, he expects it to be in line with his budget 

 



 

 

forecast. 

 There has been no movement on the new NatWest bank account. Trustees have still not 
received letters asking them to confirm their identities. Once the new bank account is up 
and running all members and Friends will have to be asked to fill out new Gift Aid forms. 
Friends will also need to be asked to complete new standing orders. 

 

 Tessa reported that she had been in touch with Vicky Trumper at Neville Funeral 
Services. Vicky had said she would be in touch with the marketing team and instruct 
them to roll forward their sponsorship of Danesborough Chorus until we are up and 
running again. 

 

10 Future meeting dates  

 In addition to the committee meeting scheduled for 8th September 2020 and the AGM 
on 7th October 2020, Peter requested another Zoom meeting in August to agree next 
year’s budget. The meeting will take place on Wednesday 12th August 2020 at 7.30pm. 

 

11 AOB  

 Peter raised the issue of choir recruitment. Normally at this time of year Sheila Edwards 
would be starting a recruitment publicity drive for the forthcoming season. It was felt 
that it would be better to leave recruiting new singers for now. Ian suggested that it 
might be useful to say on the website that we will be recruiting new members once we 
are able to start face-to-face rehearsals again. Tessa will contact Jenny to ask her to do 
this. She will also speak to Carol to inform her of the committee’s decision. 

Tessa 

 


