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Minutes of the Committee meeting held at 44 Beverley Crescent on Tuesday 11 February 2020 at 7.45pm. 

Present: Tessa Cox (in the Chair); Peter Snelling; Siân Rees; Ian Smith; Susanne Minocha;  
Vanessa Skelton. 

  Action 

1 Apologies and welcome  

 The Chair welcomed those attending. Apologies had been received from David Roberts 
and Jeremy Hopkinson. 

 

2 Minutes of the last meeting (12 November2019) and matters arising  

 The minutes were approved, with the words ‘Ian had asked John Witchell to play a solo 
piece’ omitted from paragraph 3. 

 

 Matters arising:  

(a) Michael replacing Kate as Occasions Secretary  

 The sheet music was still at Kate’s home, as she had hurt her back and so the handover 
had not yet occurred.  

(b) buddy for Elly in the Box Office  

 Tessa would ask for a volunteer. Tessa 

(c) replacements for Jenny and Michael  

 Tessa would approach suggested members - if not successful she would ask for volunteers 
from the choir as a whole. Tessa 

(d) Woburn Christmas lights event  

 An approach had been made for us to sing again in 2020 – the likely date was 4 December.  
It was noted that Ian has a commitment at 8:30pm in Bedford on the 4th.  The organisers 
have said they will provide a better position for the choir.  They also asked about audience 
participation.  It was agreed that if they wished the audience to be able to participate, 
they would need to get sheets printed, once we had organised the programme, agreed 
the carols suitable and given them correct words.  We also need to ensure we are ready 
and organised with collecting boxes. Peter 

(e) Beds Fire and Rescue Carol Service  

 Beds Fire and Rescue had been in touch asking for our detail as they wish to make a 
donation to Choir funds. It was agreed that if they ask us to sing at this year’s service, this 
would be considered positively. Ian said that he would contact Thomas Warner to enquire 
about the 2020 service 
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3 Future scheduled events  

 28 March 2020 (Vivaldi Gloria & Magnificat, McDowall Ave Maris Stella)  

 David had reported that it had proved difficult to source the continuo instruments but 
John had suggested approaching Peter Twitchin, an experienced continuo player. He had 
agreed to provide both the harpsichord and chamber organ, and also to play them, and 
John had agreed to step down from playing. 

 

Ian would contact Peter Twitchin to discuss further and let Peter S know progress in 
regard to his fee. 

Ian 

Peter would contact Nick Cutts as to how the orchestra needed paying. Peter 

The Chairs had been booked and the Programme notes written.  

Ian would get the orchestral parts to Nick Cutts. Ian 

Beverley Thompson would be requested to organise presentation gifts to the soloists. Tessa 

Refreshments would be needed for orchestra and soloists during the rehearsal break - 
Siân would organise this. 

Siân 

The rehearsal would start at 2.30, with the choral items being rehearsed first.  

Peter would see to opening the church and access generally. Peter 

Tessa asked if she needed to do anything about insurance, as this was on the spreadsheet. 
Peter answered that no action was needed, as we were covered with a policy arranged 
through ‘Making Music’.  

 

Concerns were expressed as some strong singers in both the tenor and bass sections 
would be absent from the concert. Ian would consider whether it would be necessary to 
invite help from outside the choir. John Witchell might be willing to sing with the basses. 

Ian 

 28th June 2020 (Elgar Dream of Gerontius) – Joint concert with MK Chorale  

 Ian has had a provisional rehearsal schedule from Mark Jordan – he would contact him 
concerning further details. 

Ian hoped to start rehearsing the work in March, as rehearsals for the March concert were 
going very well. Julia had sourced scores. 

Tickets would shortly be available from the Chorale via the Colcotts. 

Ian 

   

 A decision needed to be taken as to what else should appear on the programme – 
Lambert’s Rio Grande was a possibility. Ian would consider this and speak with David and 
Peter. The orchestra needed costing urgently so that Peter could produce a budget and 
the booking be finalised. Ian 
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 Ian had asked Milton Keynes Youth Choir to provide the children’s choir – unfortunately 
they could not. He would consider what other children’s choirs might be suitable – a choir 
from near the venue might be good in terms of ticket sales. Ian 

 12 December 2020 Carol Concert  

 The programme needed to be settled Ian, David 

 Summer 2021 (Haydn) 

Ian would approach the 4 soloists who performed at St Andrew’s, Bedford. Ian 

4 Treasurer’s report  

 Peter reported that there had been a loss of £4,615 on the last concert, which was just 
under the loss he had budgeted for. Not much had happened financially since the last 
meeting of the committee, and we were still on track for a small surplus at the end of the 
year – depending on good ticket sales, of course. 

 

5 Concert Dress for Tenors and Basses  

 The voting arranged by Siân had been close, with a small majority in favour of the ‘open 
neck black shirts with jackets’ option. Peter would put the result in the newsletter. It was 
agreed that the matter of dress could be reviewed at the next AGM. Peter 

6 Aspley Guise Hall booking and safeguarding  

 Vanessa reported that the change over from the dance class to the choir rehearsal had 
been brought up informally by a member of the Village Hall Committee. There was 
concern that there could be some invasion of privacy when choir members arrived early, 
and were waiting to go into the hall. The girls had started to change behind the curtains 
on the stage rather than in the small room to the side of the hall as they had previously 
done. It was agreed that Ian would, at the next rehearsal, request that members should 
not arrive in the hall too early, and should be careful to keep out of the way of the girls, 
and should wait to go into the hall until the girls had left. Vanessa would enquire whether 
the girls would rather use the small room or the stage to change in the future.,  

Ian 

Vanessa 

7 Membership secretary role and responsibilities  

 Carol had expressed some concern as to the boundaries of her role and the roles of other 
members of the committee. Tessa agreed to arrange a meeting with her, so that the 
details could be agreed. There were some new members who had not as yet been 
auditioned – this should usually be done after three weeks – Tessa would ask Carol to 
organise this. There was also some concern that old members may still be appearing on 
the membership list, which had GDPR implications. A possible move to a secure shared 
area on the cloud for the Membership List was suggested, in order to ensure one 
comprehensive membership list was maintained.  Tessa 

8 Future meeting dates (2020)  

 • 28 April 

• 8 September 

• AGM – 7 October  

  



 

4 

DCCMins 11Feb20 VS 

9 AOB  

 Siân reported that the CIO application had been commented upon by several members of 
the committee and was now ready to submit. She was asked to proceed with this. Siân 

 She also asked if it was acceptable for flyers for a charity concert to be put on the seats at 
the next concert. Peter said that it had been agreed previously that flyers would not be 
put on seats at concerts, but that he was happy to put the concert on the newsletter. 
However, he had been receiving multiple requests for advertising concerts recently, and 
felt it was best simply to list the outlines of these in the newsletter, and to ask people to 
contact him for more details if they wished, as otherwise the newsletters became too 
cluttered and members were likely not to read them and therefore to miss out on those 
vital points that went into them. Peter 

 Some members had expressed unhappiness about the rule that members should not 
attend the final three rehearsals if they were not singing in the concert. There was some 
discussion, and it was decided that the rule could be abandoned, and also that members 
should be asked to make sure they prioritise attendance at the last three weeks’ 
rehearsals if they were intending to sing at the concert. Ian would announce this at the 
next rehearsal. Ian 

 Finally, there was discussion as the working of the Programming Committee. It was agreed 
that its function was to agree recommendations as to programmes and submit these to 
the main committee for approval  

 


