
  

 

 
Minutes of the Committee meeting held by Zoom on 15 December 2020 

Present: Tessa Cox (in the Chair); Ian Smith; Julia Dickens; Siân Rees; Jeremy Hopkinson; Peter Snelling; 
Carol Yirrell; Vanessa Skelton (Minutes Secretary). 

  Action 

1 Apologies and welcome  

 Tessa Cox welcomed the Committee. There were no apologies.  

2 Rehearsal programme for Spring 2021 – programming possibilities and (brief) 
discussion of return to face-to-face rehearsals. 

 

 This item was taken under item three below.  

3 Future scheduled events  

 27 March 2021 – Vivaldi Gloria and Magnificat, McDowell Ave Maris Stella 

After a short discussion, it was decided that given the current rise in infection numbers 
in the Milton Keynes and Bedford area we should formally cancel the March concert. 
Thanks were given to Julia for the hard work she had put into sourcing the scores – 
however, we would not, after all, need them. 

26 June 2021 - (Haydn) 

Given the length of time since we had rehearsed face to face, extra rehearsals for this 
concert would be helpful. We should therefore start rehearsing for the Haydn pieces at 
the beginning of March. Julia said she could get the scores by 26 February – she was 
asked to do so.  

It was hoped that by then we could recommence rehearsals in the Village Hall. The 
work we had put in to organising this over the summer meant that there would not be 
too much to do when the time came – Siân’s risk assessment was ready and waiting as 
were the other arrangements. Tessa agreed to contact Tim to discuss a possible return 
to face to face to ensure he was happy with the proposals as they stood. 

Ian would contact the soloists and also Nick Cutts about the Alina orchestra booking. 
Peter would confirm with the Church and also tell them that we would not be 
performing in March. He believed they were already expecting this. 

16th July 2021 - Sarah and Jonny’s wedding 

No further organisation regarding this was needed at the moment. 

A discussion followed about what the choir could do in the New Year. It was agreed 
that working on a recording, as we had done in the summer, would give the choir a 
focus. Ian said that he believed contracting a professional to undertake the mixing of 
individual recordings would cost about £500- £700. As we would be ‘saving’ Peter’s 
anticipated loss on the March concert, it was agreed this was acceptable. Carol asked if 
it might be possible to find someone in the choir to undertake the work for free. Peter 
would ask when he sent out his next members’ email. The piece from Elijah we had 
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started to rehearse would be suitable – it had no copyright issues, and many members 
already had copies or had printed the piece. Ian would ask Tim if he would be 
prepared to make a backing track. Ian would also consider what other piece might also 
work. It was hoped that the piece or pieces might be posted on the website, as 
‘samples’ of the choirs’ capabilities. 

It was agreed that the term should start again on 13 January 2021, rather than the 6th. 
Ian was thanked for his hard work and the enthusiasm he had mustered for guiding 
the choir through the last eight months of virtual rehearsals. 
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4 John Witchell’s leaving presentation  

 There was no immediate urgency, as John and Alison had decided not to move from 
the area. Ian had asked Alison what John might like to receive in the way of a thank 
you gift.  

 

5 Weathercock carol singing 20 December  

 Tessa had sent Peter what he needed for the event. He would send out instructions 
shortly, after the anticipated review of the Government’s tiers, in case Milton Keynes 
was moved to tier 3. 

Peter 

9 Future meeting dates  

 12 January 2021; 13 April 2021  

10 AOB  

 Tim had kindly offered to do a quiz for the Christmas ‘party’ on 16 December. This 
could be used as well as Vanessa’s. 

 

 


